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torrent streamed over the ruin. A sally on the
flank of tl^i| assaulting column by a chosen body
of Tippoo's guards was repulsed. The brave
Asiatics were by degrees forced back, though not
without desperate resistance., to the Palace,, where
a dreadful slaughter took place*,"

I have shown, in my account of the storm,
that Tippoo was, happily, taken by surprise.
He could not be brought to believe that the
assault was to be made on the 4th of May. He
was eating his dinner when our troops were
mounting the breach, and he was not roused to
make any serious exertion until he heard that
his principal officer, Seyid Goffhdr, had been killed
by a cannon shot near the breach. " Seyid
Goffhar/' he then observed, "never was afraid
of death ; let Mahomed Cassim take his division."
He ordered his carbines to be loaded, and his
horse to be brought, which he mounted, and
proceeded towards the breach ; but it was too late,
our troops were on the ramparts, and driving the
weak and fugitive defenders before them. The time
which elapsed before the British colours floated in
triumph on the breach was only six minutes from
the moment of our troops stepping out of the
trenches f. Our loss was trifling compared with
what it was reasonable to expect^. As to the

* See ALISON'S History of Europe, vol* vii. p, 130.

t See BEATSON'S History, p. 127; HOOK'S Lift of Saird^ p* 207.

J See tlie detail In the Appendix,
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